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Announcer:
Make your computer problems go away instantly with friendly local support from {Libbertex.com}.
Al:
The artist behind “Virtual Jihadi” Wafaa Bilal and Rensselaer County Legislative Majority leader Bob Mirch, joining me live today. Again gentlemen, I appreciate you both being on the air and fielding questions, comments and get into a little bit about this exhibit. That’s what makes this great that we can talk about this, debate it, argue it, reject or condemn, or go in favor of it, that’s my viewpoint in all of this scenario, so again I appreciate you guys being here. A lot of people want to get in -- and weigh in on this so I want to get right to their calls, they’ve been waiting very patiently, Linda in Schoharie is up, Hi Linda.

Linda:
Hello there Al, thank you for taking my call. I want to address a question to your guest. How come I don’t see you in jubilation of a freedom for your country the way I experienced when World War II ended in Germany, I lived through the war and was eight-years old when it ended. My goodness, I’ll never forget the appreciation to the allies we all felt and the jubilation we felt, it was so enormous to all of us. What’s your expertise in art sir?

Al:
Well what’s the question Linda, you’re asking about why is he not happy about us -- why is he not happy about us being there or the… 

Linda:
Yeah, yeah.

Al:
That’s the more important question, so why don’t you… 

Linda:
And freedom, freedom.

Al:
OK, Wafaa how do you respond to her?

Wafaa:
I think she is coming in from a completely different point of view. You cannot compare World War II or Hitler to the approach in Iraq. People of Europe ask United States to come, this is so different, this is -- United States government went against the recommendation of so many nations and against the recommendation of the people here, and Iraqis did not ask anybody to come and free them…
Al:
But weren’t you yourself -- if you had done this in Iraq, if you had done the same thing in Iraq under Saddam’s rule, you’d be in jail right now, right?

Wafaa:
Al, I was in jail for a few times because I was [xx].
Al:
So you weren’t under Saddam’s regime for what we look at and hold up as the mantle of freedom here in this country, you were in jail for that.

Wafaa:
Right, right and that’s exactly what I’m trying to defend here. You cannot compare this country to Saddam’s and I don’t want it to go to [xx] because we’ve done that in Iraq when we surrender our freedom slowly and bit by bit because of all the rhetoric of our national security and we got to the point we cannot speak to our own brothers and sisters. I am saying that we are going in that direction and I don’t want to see my new country, the United States of America go and into the deep, dark place.
Al:
Bob you want to respond to any of that?

Bob:
I got a little confused there, does he think Iraq was better under Saddam’s rule?

Al:
Go ahead.

Wafaa:
Do you want me to ask this…

Al:
Yeah, go ahead that’s what he’s saying he’s…

Wafaa:
Neither, neither, let’s face it. Let’s say see because you’re trying to take things out of context, let’s…

Bob:
I’m just asking a question, I’m not taking anything out of context, I’m just asking a simple question.

Wafaa:
Just answer, do you know who put Saddam in power?

Bob:
I’m just asking a simple question.

Wafaa:
I’m answering your view.

Bob:
I listened to your answer to the [xx] and I’m just asking a question as a yes or no answer really. You think Iraq was better under Saddam’s rule?

Wafaa:
OK, do you know who put Saddam in power and supported him for 20 years? The United States government…

Bob:
[xx] answer the question.
Wafaa:
[xx] freedom fighter [xx].

Bob:
You don’t want to answer the question?

Wafaa:
No I am answering your questions, I am neither happy with Saddam was there or was occupation as well.

Al:
All right so you’re saying that both are not good?

Wafaa:
Exactly.

Al:
OK, all right…

Wafaa:
And I’m saying it goes to a bigger issue, I am saying let United States of America start supporting dictatorships, and that’s where the most anger is coming out from in the Middle-east. You have so many countries dictators are imposed on them in the Middle-east and United States is supporting these dictators and the dictators are doing very good job in directing the anger against United States, not against their regimes.

Al:
OK. Kevin in Gilderman [sp] you’re up.

Kevin:
Yeah Al, good show. I’m not quite sure what this guy is trying to do, he hides behind -- he’s trying to say he’s an artist but he might be hiding behind art, the art of making money, I mean its typical of controversy in America; you know Britney Spears would have you that controversy sells. As far as being an artist, that’s what I know thinking of him being that, it seems like he’s trying to sell himself out for money, not…

Wafaa:
No, I have not, that’s not true. And I never thought of the day…

Kevin:
And by the same job [xx] he had the freedom to do that, right, but we have the freedom as Americans to boycott what he’s selling.

Al:
Absolutely, of course.

Wafaa:
I’m not selling anything.

Kevin:
So it’s a mixed bag and by the same talking, this guy you know he’s trying to shack show his stuff and actually he’s got exposure by being on your show and as far as I’m concerned, this type of thing is not good for America because it just germinates -- you know it falls in the hands of kids and what have you and people that are ignorant and trying to what America’s all about you know.
Al:
Well, Wafaa’s not selling the videogame, are you?

Wafaa:
I’m not selling the game and I’m not trying to make any money out of it. I’m putting my own money here in it to trying to bring people to engage in a dialog so it is completely the opposite of your call of saying, there is no gain out of this -- monetary gain out of it at all and on the contrary the other videogames are out, Al-Qaeda games are out, you could download it for free and [xx] this game out. He used to sell it, that’s the Quest for Saddam and now you could buy it for -- you could download it for free.

Al:
OK, Bob on a cell phone, hey Bob.

Bob:
Hey, how’re you doing?

Al:
All right.

Bob:
Thanks for taking my call. Yeah I kind of agree with most of everyday [xx] but you know it’s kind of confusing really originally what he wanted to do. He’s fighting for free speech so you got to put on you know terrorist videogame -- you know its too confusing, its not peaceful, its inciting people to be angry, I don’t know what if -- if you call that peaceful, I don’t [xx]

Al:
Well let me ask Bob this question. Bob you’re not planning on going down there and throwing rocks or stones or causing any mayhem, right?

Bob:
No we just plan on having some signs, some American flags and giving our point of view to us.

Wafaa:
Al, thank you very much for asking this because that was my second question to Bob, I have not heard him saying its going to be a peaceful protest and I would appreciate very much for him to say that on the air because essentially I was a little bit afraid of what’s going to happen tonight and I appreciate of Bob very much if he could tell his supporter to be peaceful.
Bob:
Well I think that you’re way out of line thinking that it will be anything else. This is just a peaceful protest.

Wafaa:
Would you call all your supporters to be peaceful?

Bob:
What’s that?

Wafaa:
Would you call all your supporters now to be peaceful?

Bob:
Then no one has any intention to be anything but peaceful.

Wafaa:
No I want you -- because here you are on the record calling for protest and I would very much if you could on the air call for everybody to be peaceful today at the [xx]

Bob:
Everybody would be peaceful, it sounds like you have a little fear, this is America, we’re used to expressing our opinions without violence. We can do that here, we can express our opinions, we can disagree with each other which we plan to do tonight, without violence, there’s no violence.

Wafaa:
Thank you, thank you for this Bob.

Bob:
No one is anticipating any violence, absolutely not.

Al:
Yeah and I don’t think that would be a strong way to send a message against what is perceived as a violent or dangerous videogame by answering it with violence, that’d be kind of counter-productive wouldn’t it? 

Bob:
I think it’s kind of ironic, you’re pushing a video to assassinate our President, and you’re asking me to make a pledge of non-violence, that doesn’t make sense.

Wafaa:
My protest is a “game” and also it’s peaceful.

Bob:
Your game is just like that last call which just said, filled with anger, rage and murder. That doesn’t portend peace.

Wafaa:
How is it murder if it’s…

Bob:
Assassinating the President of the United States or assassinating any individual is murder.

Wafaa:
Bob, how is that murder, it’s a game right? It’s like any game…

Bob:
Assassinating any individual is murder and for you, your point is perfect, it’s a game, it’s a sick game.
Wafaa:
[xx] your games are murder now because people play them. I mean why this is different than what [xx] the original game he put out to assassinate Saddam?

Bob:
This is not a game of watching like Square Pants and Sponge Bob… it is a game that portrays…

Wafaa:
Yeah, but how is that [xx] how is that different from [xx]

Bob:
It’s a game that portrays murder, murdering the leader of the free world, our President.

Wafaa:
OK Bob, how is this different from Call For Duty, that’s a violent game the military of United States put in ours for free. [xx] play it.

Al:
Oh actually Wafaa, you’re talking about America’s Army, which is a game that is put out by the military for -- you can play -- Call Of Duty is an independent game involving World War II so you got it…

Wafaa:
OK American Army.

Al:
It’s American Army, I’ve played all of these games, I understand violent videogames, they don’t make me violent, so unless you’re already tweaked out to begin with, a game is not going to influence you to commit a violent act, unless I see research that points otherwise, I will continue to believe that as somebody who I guess wades in the cesspool of violent games.

Wafaa:
That’s exactly what I’m saying, by Bob calling this as a murder, I think he is pushing it to the extreme.
Bob:
It’s a video to assassinate the President, what the hell are you talking about?

Wafaa:
But it’s a game right?

Bob:
Yeah it’s a game OK it’s a game, its art, but it’s still a video to assassinate our President.

Wafaa:
But why is it acceptable you go and kill half of Iraq in a videogame?

Bob:
I haven’t killed anybody ever in my life. The only reason I’m on this radio is to discuss your little muddy videogame to assassinate our President. I don’t like that.

Wafaa:
I think you’re watering down to the issue -- to the [xx] to get your support.

Al:
All right let me tell you, let me…

Bob:
I don’t remember anybody that’s called today that supports assassinating the President.

Al:
Nobody does and I don’t think Wafaa’s saying that he supports the assassination of the President either to be fair, although he does have it in a videogame which I look at as somebody -- I can distinguish reality from fantasy personally. But there maybe some people who aren’t able to do that, we always have a few nut jobs in the deck who see something like that and may march out and decide to do something but that’s -- I don’t think -- I think that strays too far from the topic here. Jim in Collooney [sp]. Hey Jim.
Jim:
Hey Al, how’re you doing?
Al:
All right.

Jim:
And I’ve been listening on and off. Is this gentlemen a United States citizen? 

Wafaa:
And proud of it.

Jim:
He is?

Al:
Yes.

Jim:
Then he is -- then I agree with the free speech. I just wasn’t sure if he was a United States citizen or not?

Al:
No I’m sorry if we didn’t clarify that, yeah, he was born in Iraq, raised in Iraq, and of course sought your freedom over here Wafaa, right? You come over here because you were getting thrown into jail for your art in Iraq, weren’t you?

Wafaa:
Exactly, exactly, and I am a citizen of the United States of America and as I said it many times, I am very proud of it.
Al:
All right let me get time one more before the break here. Neil in [xx]. Hey Neil.

Neil:
Hey, how’re you doing? I’m sorry, his name is what Wafaar?

Al:
Wafaa.

Neil:
Wafaa you’re expressing the fact that it’s just a game, but I wonder how you would feel if someone, you have a family correct?

Wafaa:
Yes.

Neil:
Kids? Do you have children?

Wafaa:
No I don’t.

Neil:
No -- well what if someone took your mother or father and put their face in this game and put their -- them in there being murdered…

Wafaa:
Well you don’t have to…

Neil:
How would you feel about that, is it still just a game?

Wafaa:
You don’t have to ask me that particular question, in real life I have my brother and my father killed by American soldiers…

Neil:
I didn’t know that and I apologize there.

Wafaa:
Yeah so you don’t have to ask me about a game and that’s what I’m upset a bit, people are so outraged by a videogame but they’re not outraged by the reality in Iraq.

Neil:
Its not the videogame it’s the idea of it, do you realize -- I mean that its like yelling “fire” in a movie house, you got to use your head. I mean what you’re doing, yeah OK, it inspires conversation, but it’s not right.

Al:
All right let me -- let me I got to take a break here, I’m sorry guys, stick around for the other side, we’ll get back to more of your phone calls and wrap it up and I ran long again, my fault, my [xx] I’m Al Roney 810 WGY. All right I got a few more minutes here Bob Mirch is joining me with the Rensselaer County Majority Leader said to protest the art exhibit of Wafaa Bilal, his “Virtual Jihadi” exhibition which is scheduled to take place tonight at Sanctuary for Independent Media in Troy on 6th Avenue. Guys, again I appreciate you both sticking it out for so long, I really do, thanks for being here, this morning. Let’s get a call or two in before we’re done. Cliff in Saratoga, hi Cliff.
Cliff:
Hey, how’re you doing?

Al:
All right.
Cliff:
yeah I just want to first of all tell you that I was actually scheduled on flight 11, the plane that hit the first tower…
Al:
Oh!

Cliff:
Actually ended up taking the flight three days earlier, I was scheduled on for Vermont and I [xx] got in California. Also had dinner at Windows on the World, one week prior to the this incident and I did my part defending this country but I just want to let this guy know that I still have absolutely no problem with what he’s trying to do because it is just a game, and it amazes me -- what upsets people in this country today. And I just also want to let you know that back in the `70s, I was building actually military aircraft and I put a proposal to the airlines because of the hijackings that were going on back then, and all they had to do was retrofit the cockpits with titanium doors like we used in the military aircraft, that surrounded the pilot and make it impenetrable and 9/11 wouldn’t have happened. But my opinion because of greed of some corporations in this company, in this country rather, these things -- steps are not taken to protect anyone but again, I just want to let him know that I have no problem with what he’s doing and people you know if they didn’t protest it, they wouldn’t even have brought the attention to this.

Wafaa:
I greatly appreciate the comment and I need to let the listener know two hours later as the planes hit on 9/11 I was in the hospital in Chicago donating blood. So I am a citizen of this country and as I said I am proud of it.

Al:
All right, we have about 30 seconds left, Bob you got any last comments, any last word before we’re through?
Bob:
Well I appreciate the forum, I appreciate my friend for the good discussion and you know for anybody who would like to take part in the protest, we’ll be meeting at a 101st and 6 at [xx] at 5:30 tonight.
Al:
All right and I want to thank you both for joining me this morning, I think one thing that is important is that we have these discussions and we hold on to what we hold dear in this country whether we agree with it or not.

Wafaa:
Al can I say something really quick.

Al:
You got about 10 seconds Wafaa.

Wafaa:
OK I thank you and thank Bob as well and people who wanted to continue the discussion, they could go to wafaabilal.com, there is a chat room they could talk to each other about it.

Al:
OK, I got to run, thanks a lot guys, take care, appreciate it, I’m Al Roney, 810 WGY.
[END OF RECORDING]
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