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Announcer:
Make your computer problems go away instantly with friendly local support from {libertex.com}. 

Al:
Oh it ain’t Grand Theft Auto, lot of videogames get assaulted for a number of different reasons. This one, a little bit more unique, ‘Virtual Jihadi’. The artist, Wafaa Bilal, who has created this exhibit in which you cast himself in the role as somebody is a suicide-bomber to seek out and take out President Bush, was a game based on ‘Quest for Saddam’, which was taken by Al-Qaeda to twist it around and go and capture George Bush. Wafaa Bilal put his own spin on it, casting himself in that role and he says a lot of this controversy surrounding this exhibit, which will take place, it’s going to be on display at The Sanctuary For Independent Media after RPI pulled the plug on it last week, is a misunderstanding. And Wafaa, if I'm wrong on this, I'm basically getting -- it’s not a unique or an original spin that you're saying that our policy in Iraq is causing problems in Iraq, that in a sense that we’ve replaced one problem with another and I think it’s a problem you certainly know too well because of your background. And before I get to more of your calls, I want to get to some of your background because you were born in Iraq, you're an Iraqi citizen first and then you, of course, became an American citizen, but your family had been put through the ringer under Saddam Hussein’s regime. Can you tell me about some of that?

Wafaa:
Yes. Al, it’s very important for people to understand why Rumsfield and Bush had their hand in Saddam’s hand. I was fighting Saddam’s regime. I was arrested a few times by Saddam for my political [xx]. I was then arrested and chased out of the country after -- I fled the country in 1991 after I opposed to the invasion of Kuwait and I spent two years in a refugee camp in South Arabia before I came to this country. I'm a citizen here and I'm proud of it, as I said it many times, but I need to -- as an Iraqi, as an American, as somebody who belongs to two cultures, I need to bring these two cultures together and build a bridge between them. 
My brother was killed in 2005, a direct bombing by American airplanes in the City of Nazaf, the Holy City of Nazaf and then two months later, my father died of grief because he couldn’t take the loss of our brother. So there is a tragedy losing two family members, destroying the entire family and that’s one story out of hundreds of thousands of story in Iraq right now and it’s a sad reality when people are outraged about videogame and not outraged about what is being done in their name in Iraq and different parts of the world.

Al:
Well, I don’t think you're alone in people being -- I don’t think there's anybody regardless of what side you're on when it comes to Iraq, that are happy about what's going on. I mean we’d all collectively like the war to stop, to end, bring our troops back home and to have peace in Iraq. I mean I think most of us have that goal, don’t we?

Wafaa:
Yeah.

Al:
We’re just differ on how to get to there -- how to get to that place.

Wafaa:
I don’t know Al, I don’t know if that is true, because whenever I talk about the war in Iraq, it seems [xx] people are very polarized. Either you are {of} the President Bush, either you are with us or you are with the terrorists. And it’s -- the issue is not that simple. Let’s disagree with each other, but the disagreement has to go to a second level of a dialogue. We cannot pretend this doesn’t exist. We cannot say we are anti-war, but we like it too. There's so many conflicting things at play here and I think people need to understand. If the war is wrong, they have to voice their opinion to stop it. It’s not enough to say, “Well, the war is wrong and our government is right, doing the right thing.” There is a contradictory here and hypocrisy and I think people need to understand it is waged in their name and it would never stop because somebody is benefit [xx] and I don’t want it to water down the issue to just one -- the war to one or two issues here, but I think what’s at stake here is our democracy in this country and the bigger issue our stand in the world. If we are the world leader, if United States is the world leader, it has to act as a world leader and people have to engage, otherwise, there are so many crimes have been done against other nations in the name of the people here. And I think people are closing their ears and eyes, saying, “We don’t hear this”.

Al:
I think you might be a little naïve though in thinking that by presenting your videogame exhibit that you're going to be able to engage people on that dialogue that you say needs to take place because people are looking at the surface of this and going what is this guy doing with this videogame here that you hunt and kill President Bush, that it’s a little bit -- it’s hard to get people past that. Isn’t there a better way to approach that to get that dialogue you say needs to take place, rather than come out with such a controversial stance on that that requires so much explanation for people to understand it. It polarizes people even more.

Wafaa:
Well, Al maybe people label me as a naïve or whatever label they wanted to do, but we live in a very comfortable zone and artists have ways to educate and educate as well, and have a different strategies and approach to how to deal with an issue. But what do you do when people are so comfortable in their own places that they don’t want to engage in a dialogue. You have so many people supporting the was and I totally disagree with you when it comes to say, we are all outraged about the war. I don’t think that’s the reality.

Al:
I don’t think anybody wants people to die. I'm yet to hear anybody who steps up and says, “Oh, this is a great thing. We’re killing innocent people and our soldiers are dying.” If people are saying that, they're nuts. It’s usually the means to an end that is the disagreement here. And Wafaa, I'm talking about somebody like myself. I consider myself a regular guy. I'm not a political insider, I've no, you know, no horses in the race so to speak. I would like to see a peaceful resolution to what's going on in Iraq. I also would like to see our troops get the support they need to accomplish the mission, so we can all get, you know, so we can all live in a better place. And you don’t have to worry about family members dying and I don’t have to worry about my neighbor dying. 

Wafaa:
Well, that is good Al and I hope a lot of people share your point of view as well. 

Al:
All right. Let me -- a lot of people want to ask you some questions so I just want to cut you off there and get to some of their questions because it might spur some more information what we’re putting out here. 1-800-TALK-WGY, *WGY, cell phone, Ed is on the cell phone. Hi! Ed.

Ed:
Hi! Al, how are you, Al?

Al:
Pretty good.

Ed:
My question to the “guest” is how would the Iranian children react to his like war game? 

Wafaa:
See Al that’s what we say if somebody doesn’t understand the difference between Iraq and Iran and he is asking me how would the Iranian children -- well, let’s be clear. Are you asking about the Iraqi children?

Ed:
Yeah, I'm talking about the Iranian children… 
Wafaa:
Let’s not make a mistake about that.

Ed:
OK, OK so [xx] children, how would they react to your war game?

Al:
It’s a videogame.

Ed:
The videogame.

Wafaa:
I'm not in Iraq. I'm in United States, but let’s perhaps reverse the question instead, how the…

Ed:
Reverse nothing, just the way it is, the way you're presenting it to America. Take that war game and [xx]. I just want to know what an Iranian child would think of your videogame? You’ve got any idea? Because you're trying to like get the nations together. 

Wafaa:
I'm not from Iran I'm from Iraq.

Ed:
Aren’t you trying to get the nations together?

Wafaa:
Yes…

Ed:
Because I don’t think you're doing it, man. I've been told that Muslims, all Muslims are liars. That’s from a Christian-Arab that grew up in the Middle East. And secondly, that all mosques should be closed. [xx] very good man. You’re creating hatred with your kind.

Al:
Ed, I don’t think the viewpoint that all Muslims are terrorist bombers is accurate though. Do you…

Ed:
I'm not saying that’s accurate. I was told by a Christian-Arab that all Muslims, all Muslims are liars and the only way we’ll win any war in this country is to close all mosques. That’s not what I said.

Al:
Well, do you believe that though? Do you believe that?

Wafaa:
You want to close all mosques and you're open-minded, I think you're naïve and closed-minded. 

Ed:
I'm not naïve. America’s been hit and we’re on the net buddy, we’re coming off the net. You guys have been in war for thousands of years, you aren’t going to win this one. You aren’t going to shoot your way into this country, you're going down. You and your like are going down.

Al:
All right Ed, all right, all right Ed, see, I mean, Wafaa, that’s the kind of thing that you have to deal with. I mean we both understand that. It’s the extremists that are obviously dangerous in all parts of the world.

Wafaa:
Yes, Al and that’s exactly what I'm trying to illustrate.

Al:
And if all Muslims were evil-minded people who wanted to kill us, we’d be in a lot more trouble since it’s the fastest growing religion in the world today.

Wafaa:
Yes.

Al:
All right, I don’t really know what you can say in response to that.

Wafaa:
And it’s really sad. I mean that’s a mentality I'm trying to bring to the service to talk and to project their level of hatred.

Al:
On the other hand, Wafaa, by presenting it in this fashion, you have to understand that you are going to get that polarized reaction from people who think that way. They're going to get further upset, further inflamed and it will get you even more away from that “bringing anybody together”. Let me get one more question in before we take a break. We got phone lines open. Matt’s on the cell phone. Hi! Matt.

Matt:
Hi! Al. how are you?

Al:
All right.

Matt:
Quick point here. I was going to say something else, but you guys stole my thunder at the beginning there about the videogames where we shoot cops in our country, but you know something like this is actually automatically put down. I don't agree with that, but I -- when you're just talking about how you said, you know, most Americans don’t feel that way about going over and just pretty much leveling out Iraq with you know a bomb or whatever…

Al:
Yes.

Matt:
…the more people that I talked to, there are more and more extremists out there who are saying, you know what, they are just making all their kids you know become terrorists as well. So, why not to just take out the whole country then you won’t have to worry about it. It’s out there more than you think.

Al:
Well, I’m not saying it doesn’t exist. All right. Maybe I should just…

Matt:
It’s just more than you think it is Al.

Al:
Maybe I should just speak for myself. I'm on much safer ground there. What I've been hearing Wafaa say though is that part of the element of what is taking place is that there's a creation of that extremist on the other side with the terrorist bombers, with the Islamic extremists, that we -- his belief is that we are contributing to because of our policy in Iraq.

Matt:
You know what -- and that’s the kind of, you know, kind of half and half kind of feeling, I mean it’s tough, and like I said, I can see where people are going to be looking at his videogame and seeing that, but that aside, I can also see where he is trying to make his point and you know, being an American and he being an American citizen, I'm assuming, you know, then he has every right now that he is here, to voice his opinion just like anybody else does. I mean if we’re allowed to have another person, you know, a terrorist president to come over here and speak and not do a thing about it, so why is this gentleman not allowed to share what he has and his opinion and you know also that he is banned from RPI. You know, what I mean if that president is [xx] to come over to our country and talk for a little of an hour-and-a-half, going around issues and not saying a thing about what he actually was being questioned about, yet this gentleman is sitting here and saying exactly what he is being talked about, answering any question, being an American citizen, you know, I think, from one to another, he should be given the same kind of treatment.

Al:
I agree with that. I think that’s what has to take place here. You have to have a two-way street. And that’s kind of why I had Wafaa on this morning so we could be able to engage in that and find out where he is coming from, rather than jump the gun and go crazy with it. And to see what's behind all that. Wafaa, I got to take a break here. We’ll be back on the other side, get your comments on what we just…

Wafaa:
I want just to thank your viewer -- your listener for this comment. That’s great of him.

Al:
OK. Can you stick around for a few more minutes?

Wafaa:
Sure.

Al:
All right, we’ll be right back and on the other side you’ve got more questions, comments, talking with Wafaa Bilal. 1-800-TALK-WGY, *WGY, cell phone of Al Roney 810WGY.

Al:
We’re back. We’re talking to Wafaa Bilal who is the artist behind ‘Virtual Jihadi’, the videogame where he places himself in the role to hunt down George Bush. He says he is not advocating that, he’s just calling the attention to what is happening in Iraq. Wafaa, this is not surprising to me at all, but this is widely splitting people on both sides and in the middle and all points in between some people saying, yes you’ve right to free speech and to put your art on display and let people discuss that. Others say, this is not cool, you're advocating violence towards the presidency -- President of the United States is an American and should be stopped or that you are a terrorist in disguise. The FBI, are they investigating you for this exhibit?

Wafaa:
Not to my knowledge. I know the FBI and CIA, the Homeland Security were at RPI for the show and my lecture and they have informed the school, they're going to be there. 

Al:
So, they're checking you out. They're kind of looking at what's going on here, right?

Wafaa:
Probably {more likely}, but I have not been contacted by them. But I welcome any conversation if they wanted to have one.

Al:
OK. So, what are your thoughts about the protest that’s scheduled for tonight outside of your exhibit?

Wafaa:
Well, I think people have the right to protest and they -- as much as I have the right to protest, they should give me the right to show my work and come and talk. And I think Robert Mirch is absolutely wrong when labeling art as terrorist or terrorism. He is, I think, he is completely wrong and went out of his way that show me how extreme people could be and unfortunately, people on top, the leadership, supposed to be open-minded and supposed to bring people to their consensus, talk to each other and I think Robert, by labeling art as terrorism is extremely unfortunate and extremely dangerous.

Al:
All right, let me hold on -- I want to jump in here. Is it -- do we have -- is Bob Mirch said to come up? Is he…

Wafaa:
Sorry.

Al:
All right. Bob Mirch, the guy you're talking about, Majority Leader, Rensselaer County Majority Leader, Robert Mirch, who is organizing this protest on your exhibit today has said he is willing to come on the air after the newsbreak. Can you stick around for that because I think you two should talk?

Wafaa:
That’s totally fine with me.

Al:
All right. So that way you guys can talk and get this beef out in the open and find out where we go from here. You're willing to stick around and talk to Mr. Mirch on the air?

Wafaa:
That’s fine, Al.

Al:
All right. We’ll do that then after the newsbreak. I want to get another call or two in before we do that though. Bill in Greenwich. Hi! Bill.

Bill:
Yeah, I think your little friend over there has got a lot nerve using the word ‘extremist’. He is the one…

Al:
Wait a minute, Bill, who is my friend, who is my little friend, Bill? Bill, hold that…

Bill:
[xx]… my brother was killed and Iraqis were [xx] been killed. I'm just fighting for my country…

Al:
Bill, Bill, Bill… Bill.

Bill:
…you are coward...coward.

Al:
Bill, where did you get little friend from?

Bill:
And you get the war out of your eyes, Al.

Al:
Bill, where’s the little friend? What you're talking about?

Bill:
Oh, figure it out, Al.

Al:
It’s going -- this is what's happening in our community.

Bill:
He uses the word ‘extreme’. This is the guy putting the video out.

Al:
All right, you stick around, OK, Bill. We’ll get more of that after the newsbreak. Robert Mirch will be in, Majority County Leader in Rensselaer County who has organized the protest against Wafaa Bilal. Stick around for that. I'm Al Roney, 810WGY.

[END OF RECORDING]
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