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Announcer:
Make your computer problems go away instantly with friendly local support from {Libertex.com}. Al Roney, 810 WGY.
Al:
Our two Monday edition to the Al Roney Show, thanks for being here, appreciate it. Picking up kind of where we left off last week in talking about this exhibition of a videogame art “Virtual Jihadi” by Wafaa Bilal, pulled from RPI but it will take place at the Sanctuary for Independent Media, protests are planned. I want to just get this out of the way briefly. We have Wafaa Bilal the artist, on the line also Bob Mirch, Rensselaer County lawmaker, who is leading the protest of this exhibit set to be unveiled tonight. 
But I just want to say this, get this out of the way so I can deflect any accusations that I’m a terrorist sympathizer. I’m a free speech guy, it’s very simple, I may not agree with what you have to say but I will defend to the death your right to say it. In fact that’s why I thought I’d join the army back in 1985 was to protect those ideals, those rights that we should all have as Americans. The thought that a videogame is going to cause people to go out and kill the President is absurd to me. If that’s the case, then we’re in far worse trouble than I thought. 
As long as these ideas are presented in an open form where people can respond without breaking the law of course, I’m fine with that. Has to be a two-way street no matter what it is, abstinence, condoms, war, peace, recruiters being allowed, etcetera. I didn’t have a problem with Ahmadinejad speaking at Columbia, why? Because I thought people could see him for what he was, and they did. Lies, distortions and being out of touch with reality were zeroed in on and exposed. If some factions had their way, he would not have been allowed to speak and that wouldn’t be exposed. 
That said, groups like the Minutemen, recruiters, military personnel and others should also be allowed to speak to. I am one to condemn any suppression of speech, again, as long as it’s legal, you know fire in a movie theater, that kind of thing. We can certainly argue whether a videogame plotting to kill the President is a violation of law or not, that would be worth discussing. Anyway, I don’t think videogames make normal people commit crimes, some nut goes off, blames his sick actions on a game, people go crazy. In the 50s it was comic books, 60s and beyond, rock music, of course TVs, music and books have always been targeted for that too. And yet long before any of those things came into being, man has always committed acts of violence and atrocities towards man. It was the cave drawings that set the cruel {Magna} men off, murder, mayhem, violence, war have been a staple since the very beginning. 
People cry, people lie, people condemn and then cry foul when their ideas are driven underground, then turn around and want to stamp out ideas or viewpoints that they don’t agree with. Isn’t there a bit of hypocrisy there? This effort to make talk radio “fair” from the left is the same thing. Neither side gets to call the shots that way, not from my view. I’m an adult, I’m not a criminal, it should be allowed, discussed, debated, argued, and embraced or condemned, but allowed just the same, that’s freedom, that’s America. I’m for a two-way street and I’ll challenge the idiots that scroll f-bombs on recruiting centers to the same thing. That said on the air I’m a dictator, I can suppress or expose, just don’t want our country to be like that, no thanks. 
Now joining the underlined is Rensselaer County lawmaker, legislative leader over and now Rensselaer County Bob Mirch and Wafaa Bilal is also sticking around too, to engage in this demonstration of free speech. Bob-Wafaa had a lot to say the last hour, I’m going to open up the floor and give you a chance to say what you have to say about his exhibits slated to appear tonight at the Sanctuary for Independent Media, thanks for joining me.

Bob:
Well thanks for having me and good morning and I agree with virtually everything you said and I thank you for your service to our country. And I agree, this is part of the two-way street of freedom of speech, where I disagree, I think this video Mr. -- I’m not sure how to pronounce his last name? Bayal?
Al:
Bilal.

Bob:
Bilal.

Al:
Yes.

Bob:
Well I saw him in the media printed and television saying he wanted to open up a dialog and I just think this is the wrong avenue, showing a video to assassinate our President, open up the dialog, because my point is since Tuesday morning, 9/11/2001 in this country, the dialog on this war, on terrorism has been discussed and being discussed virtually everyday by every American, in every American household and at no point during that discussion have I ever heard until now, the type of view where we’re going to create a game to assassinate the President. I just think that’s out of bounds and over the top.
Al:
Wafaa you can respond to that.

Wafaa:
Yes, I just wanted to ask Bob if he has seen the game, if he’s played the game, if he even know what is my message, he has just taken a [xx] to a very [xx] to his base and I’m just shocked by his {rhetoric} because he doesn’t even -- he has even understand or seen the game and also what is this about the conversation has been going on since 2001? And here I’m presenting a different point of view and he is labeling me as a terrorist, is this the kind of conversation you wanted to have, an open -- you said you believe in open dialog, what is it the open dialog when you want to slam shut a show that is peaceful and that is trying to provoke thought and bring people to talk to each other.

Al:
Go ahead Bob you can say something.

Bob:
OK, I’m just – it’s hard for me to understand him, I’m sorry. Well, the [xx] is… A), I have not seen the game, B) I only know about you from what I’ve read in the paper and I’ve seen on TV. Creating dialog is an American way and we certainly support that. What I don’t support is some type of game, real or whatever, aimed at assassinating our President. I actually lived through the assassination of one of our presidents years ago and it was an American tragedy and because Al actually made note of the different types of people that we have in this country that go out and do insane things and sometimes blame it on videogames.
Wafaa:
No Bob, you have -- I did not -- let’s understand I did not create the original game, I inserted myself as the suicide bomber so just to make that very clear. And I have to tell you and I hope you’re listener won’t be around to hear this. You are a leader, you have to be responsible and you have to be responsible when it comes to [xx]. He cannot label an artist, a citizen of United States as a terrorist or terrorist propaganda or the work of terrorism. It is just art work and let’s face it, it’s a peaceful protest against something deeply wrong and I think you have to be open with your base here. And to be honest you owe me an apology here on the air.
Bob:
Well I owe you nothing and I guess you’re missing the point of the freedom of speech that you want to be involved in, you have your freedom…
Wafaa:
[xx] freedom of speech is talking, not to shut people down, that is the freedom of speech. You cannot tell me about…
Bob:
You’re shutting me down now, every time I speak you’re talking over me.

Al:
All right hold on, go ahead Bob, Wafaa let Bob speak.
Bob:
What I was saying is you’re missing the very center of freedom of speech. If in my view I believe and I do, your video is a piece of terrorism, I’m allowed to say that just as you’re allowed to go out and say the things that you’re saying that you want to open up dialog. Well this is part of the dialog. From my point of view this dialog is that a video showing play a game to assassinate the President of the United States in my view is nothing but terrorism. You can call it art, I can call it terrorism and therein lies our disagreement.

Wafaa:
But do you know the game originally was designed to kill a foreign president and I wonder if you would be outraged about that as well. Isn’t in the law of the United States not to call to assassinate or to act on the assassination of a foreign president? Why all of a sudden this is a hot issue when somebody held a mirror to our face.

Bob:
Well, I didn’t design any games and I’m not going around showing any game assassinating a foreign president, or our president -- please allow me to speak, I allowed you to speak.
Al:
Yeah Bob go ahead.

Wafaa:
I’m sorry, go ahead.

Al:
Go ahead Bob.

Bob:
I did not create any game or insert my face into a game assassinating a foreign president, in fact I haven’t created any games. You have, you have taken a game, inserted your own face and part of that game is assassinating my President which I view as terrorism and I think its -- I’m outraged that that can take place, but under our freedom of speech and guys like Al Roney and the veterans who we all are [xx] gratitude, for fighting, going into foreign countries and fighting, so that we can sit here and have this discussion, but I just view it as something that is wrong, out of bounds, un-American and terrorism.
Al:
Let me jump -- hold on Wafaa, let me jump on here because we’re coming up on a break here and I want you guys to stick around for at least another segment and get some phone calls in. I want to clear Bob with this, are you -- do you want this exhibit closed down or do you just want to make a statement that you’re not appreciative of the tact that Wafaa is taking here in presenting this “dialog”? What’s the goal for tonight’s protest in other words?
Bob:
It’s the latter, I’m not attempting to close down the discussion, I just want to protest the material.

Al:
Do you want the Sanctuary for Independent Media to pull the plug like RPI did?

Bob:
No, I have no opinion on that.

Al:
That’s not an issue, you just want to go out there and make your statement. Do you have any plans yourself to go in and see the exhibit and to see what Wafaa is trying to present here?

Bob:
No I do not.

Al:
So you don’t want to engage in that?

Bob:
Not really, I don’t need to see a video to assassinate our President, no.
Al:
OK I appreciate that, all right you guys stick around and we’ll be right back on the other side 1-800-TALK-WGY, *WGY, I’m Al Roney 810 WGY. Iraqi-born artist, Wafaa Bilal, creator of “Virtual Jihadi” and Rensselaer County Majority leader Robert Mirch both on the line with me right now. Bob you had the last word before we took the break, I want to ask Wafaa something, is it ironic here that if you were to present this exhibit in Iraq under Saddam Hussein’s rule, you’d probably be thrown in jail or executed, wouldn’t you? 
Wafaa:
Well I was prosecuted for my also speech in Iraq, but that is exactly the point, we are becoming so paranoid if I’m in Iraq, I get prosecuted for speaking out, and let’s make it clear, I speak out of against injustice and I see as much I [xx] Saddam injustice and I talk about him. I see this war also is injustice and it’s not an American to speak out, we have the freedom of speech so I resent just the comparison between the two. Why we compare ourselves in this nation to an oppressive regime like Saddam Hussein?

Al:
Bob you can respond to that if you want. I guess the point is that you’re not happy with what’s going on in Iraq with Saddam Hussein of course, you were prosecuted for your art there and you’re not happy about what’s happening in Iraq now. What is the solution, what is the best thing to do? Do we pull out of Iraq and then hopefully there’ll be peace, is that truly a possible thing, do you think that could happen?
Wafaa:
I am one of the Iraqis who completely were against the war, vocally, just publicly, but at this time I am very realistic and I think even the call to pull out of Iraq immediately is not responsible call. I am saying let’s sit down together and lets have -- not sit down together but let’s have a strategy to end this. If we disagree with the world, that’s a different issue but what is at stake here is the future of our culture of the United States of America. If we continue on this path which has no future plan in place, this country cannot afford for a very long time and I am honestly calling the leaders to put a strategy to get out of Iraq. The best way maybe, and I don’t want to impose my ideals but I understand about culture is to empower the Iraqi people, it is to empower the elected government of Iraq and slowly hand in power and slowly bring the truth home.
Al:
There is not a lot of difference there between -- I mean, -- Bob, I can’t guess what you’re thinking but wouldn’t you like to see something similar happen where we turn over the power to the Iraqi government and we’re out of there?

Bob:
Well, I don’t know any American who likes war. There are times when our country is in war, whether you’re for this war or you’re against this war, this is why I came on the radio. What I came on the show for and to create dialog is one thing. I know it’s very simple, if you want to go down to Washington and go in and visit members of Congress and the Senators, I’m sure that that can be done. I’ve done it myself. But I think your entrance might be impeded by the fact that you’re showing a video to assassinate the President. I don’t believe that’s the way to open up dialog, I think it has just the opposite effect.

Wafaa:
No Bob, its not that simple, it is as I said many times, we’re so far removed, disconnected from the reality and here is a strategy for engagement, whether people like it or not, they should face reality, they should be engaged, because a lot of them, even though they said we are against the war, which I don’t believe, so many people are outraged by it, nobody is engaging and a show like this meant to build a platform whether people like my message or not, it allowed them to talk to each other, it allows them to at least to say their point overview. 
We’re so bombarded by images and news to the point we become desensitized for it and some people don’t even understand, there is a war is being waged in Iraq. And let’s be realistic when we said, when you said people, nobody likes war in this country, I completely disagree, when we ever did not wage war in the history of this country, always, because I am not talking about the people here, I am talking about leaderships. Leadership who wage war to either get a personal benefit from it or to get more control and I wanted to speak to the people even though the message may irritate them, may educate them, but that is and to my right to speak that is a peaceful process meant to engage and I think you calling the process is greatly unfortunate while what you should do is to call people to support this.

Al:
All right, I only got a few seconds here Wafaa, but Bob is well within his rights as an American and free speech to protest the way you’re delivering that message. If you guys want to stick around and take some phone calls, please do, I got to take a break here, we’ll be right back on the other side. 1800 Talk WGY *WGY, I’m Al Roney 810 WGY.
[END OF RECORDING]
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