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Announcer:
Make your computer problems go away instantly with friendly local support from {Libertex.com}. 

Al:
Carrying free speech too far or is it the building block of this country. The artist behind ‘Virtual Jihadi’, Wafaa Bilal is with me on the line, this morning, along with Bob Mirch, Majority Leader in Rensselaer County who is organizing a protest against the exhibit that’s slated for tonight at The Sanctuary for Independent Media. Guys, I really appreciate you sticking around. This is odd. I'm totally in the middle between you two because I agree with both of you, in the sense that you both have a right to speak your minds, protest, present exhibits, etcetera. That’s where I'm coming from on this debate, but I want to open up phone calls to you because a lot of people have been wanting to a get a crack and get their thoughts out there. And in interest of that discussion of free speech, got to let them do it. Let the people speak for themselves. So, again I do appreciate you both being here with me this morning. Thank you very much. 

Wafaa:
You are welcome.

Al:
Let’s go to -- let’s see, who do we have -- let’s see, just and let me -- let’s got to Bob in Rotterdam. He’s been waiting the longest. Bob, you're up.
Bob:
Hi! Al.

Al:
Hello.

Bob:
Yeah. The longer this guy talked, the longer I realized -- I was trying to give him a benefit of the doubt, but I think he is just a terrorist in sheep’s clothing. And I believe that Bob should be there tonight with state police and arrest him for an act of aggression against the President of the United States for sending out a subliminal message about killing the President. This is illegal what he is doing. I don’t care. You cannot talk about the President. If they had an art exhibit in New York with the crucifix upside down in a bottle of [xx]. What if we put the Quran in a bottle of [xx]? Would they like it? No. No, you can't say nothing -- you can't say anything about the President and that’s my opinion.

Al:
OK Bob, I appreciate that. Wafaa, you want to respond to that and let Bob take it after that, go ahead.

Wafaa:
That is a sad reality to have called to arrest the artist for a peaceful art show and I think that is very close-minded and I'm extremely sorry to hear such rhetoric. 

Al:
Bob?

Bob:
Well, I think that’s the type of emotions this type of exhibit is evoking. On September 11, 2001, only 150 miles from here, the Twin Towers were down and there's many families right within our listening voice that lost family members. So terrorism, although -- you've probably experienced it on a different level living in Iraq, we’ve experienced it here in United States really for the first time and what we know we don’t like it, we are fighters and this type of message, I agree with the message, I don’t agree that someone should be arrested for speaking their mind, but I agree with the fellow who just called the message about assassinating the President, is completely off the charts. It’s un-American and it’s unacceptable to most people around here.

Al:
Yeah, let me throw out this -- I've just got an email here. I've got a lot of great emails too. I'm going to break those out as we go along here. They wanted me to ask you Wafaa about the attitude toward the Mohammad cartoons that were banned. In America, we have a cartoon South Park with a Jesus character and Christians did not violently protest, Roman Catholics did not protest the crucifix [xx] he says, “I agree that such a video is terrorism, videogame is terrorism. I can't think of any country in the world that would condone the killing of their leader as a game, or as art”. 

Bob:
You're asking me?

Al:
No, I'm asking Wafaa that one.

Bob:
You're asking me that one?

Al:
No, Wafaa will take that one. It’s directed at him.

Bob:
OK, OK.

Al:
Go ahead.

Wafaa:
Let me see. I'm against the people who protest the cartoons because it’s such a silly thing to protest and I think artists should have open -- should be allowed an open platform to speak their minds. If we talk about the freedom of speech, how could we censor somebody because his right is -- his way of speech is not our way, it’s just a different point of view. Let’s be honest and let’s talk about the very issue of freedom and I heard yesterday somebody said, freedom has gone too far. This is a very sad reality to hear.

Al:
So, you wouldn’t be outraged if somebody drew up cartoons against Mohammad?

Wafaa:
No, not at all.

Al:
Are you Muslim? Do you define yourself as a Muslim?

Wafaa:
I was born Muslim.

Al:
You're not now?

Wafaa:
I never was.

Al:
No, you never was. So, do you practice any -- I mean, I know this is kind of a personal question for somebody; you practice any faith or have any religious background?

Wafaa:
No, but I have respect for faith and religion, that’s totally different issue. I believe in a higher power, but not in the institution.

Al:
OK. So, you're not defining yourself as a Muslim. So, any cartoon that would target the Mohammad, you wouldn’t have an issue with that?

Wafaa:
Right.

Al:
OK. Let me get to another phone calls here. I’ll let you know when the line opens up. 1-800-TALK-WGY, *WGY cell phone, Dan in Troy. Hi! Dan.

Dan:
Hey!

Al:
Hey!

Dan:
Yeah, I just want to say I think this is hatred disguised as art. I think the only reason why it’s been tolerated is because it’s a White male Republican President. I just had a question for the so-called artist. Would he be for if to open up -- under the guise to open up a dialog about race? A white supremacies artist had a exhibit where he had a videogame that advocated maybe chasing down and lynching African-Americans, or chasing down say, and assassinating say Martin Luther King, a great American who’s assassination just scarred this whole nation. Would he be for that? I don’t think that would be tolerated and that’s my question.

Al:
You just asked the question. OK, well, let Wafaa handle that. Wafaa, how do you…

Wafaa:
Well, I mean, my respond, remember my game is a respond to an original game like this. The ‘Quest for Saddam’ is exactly what you're talking about, people chasing Iraqis which all look alike in the image of Saddam and they speak only one word. That’s a stereotype I'm fighting here. If an artist wants to express himself in any way or form at peaceful and it has to be at peaceful, we should give the artist right to do so. And remember this is hard work. This is not an easy thing to do for me. I'm putting myself here on the line and in frontline. So, it takes a lot of courage to be an artist and it takes a lot of courage to talk about an issue it seems like nobody wants to talk about. Go ahead. Close your mind, close your eyes, close your ear, but that’s not going to go away.

Al:
OK, there's the answer. Joe in Boston Lake. Hi! Joe.

Joe:
Hey! Al. I've got a couple of opinions so I want to exercise my freedom of speech.

Al:
All right, you got it.

Joe:
All right. First of all, it seems like in today’s day and age, you can go to bathroom in the snow and call that art. OK. So, my opinion is this is not art and I'm offended that, you know, people like to take this and call it art. OK. Second of all, anybody can exercise their freedom of speech, but they're going to suffer the consequences for it.

Al:
Absolutely.

Joe:
For instance, if I go on a plane and I yell, “bomb”, that’s my freedom of speech to yell that. At that point, I'm going to suffer the consequences for doing that because of the whole terroristic threat of saying “bomb”. So, what he has done, in essence, has yelled “bomb”. He’s called attention to himself in a time where we are post 9/11 and people including the FBI and the government have the right to investigate him, have the right to protest him and have the right to refuse showing his stuff. It doesn’t have to mean that his freedom of speech is being violated. If I'm thrown off a plane and jailed because I yelled “bomb”, well, I'm suffering the consequences of doing something that is at least threatening to some degree.

Al:
Well, you're nailing my {asterisk} of the whole free speech discussion. I'm an advocate of it, however, if there's a commission of a crime, then that trumps all that. So, you’ve always got the asterisk next to free speech. Just like what you're saying yelling bomb in a plane is just like yelling fire in a movie theater. You're speaking out, but you're causing a problem with that. So, I can see that argument being made here. Wafaa, is there any credence to that by drawing attention or saying, you know, setting up this game in that way that you're yelling fire in a crowded movie theater or bomb in an airplane?

Wafaa:
Yeah, I mean -- let me go back a little bit and answer the guy who said this is not art. Well, that’s his opinion and I don’t see he is an expert in that. But that’s I think besides the point and then he is missing the point -- I didn’t object to the FBI or the CIA to come and investigate me. That’s their right to protect the citizen of this nation including me. But also I'm outraged by the censorship of RPI, not the censorship of the FBI. Let’s face it. FBI, the CIA, the Homeland Security did not censor me, but what censored me is an educational institution is supposed to give me the right of a peaceful person to put my art out there and to share it with others.

Al:
Well, RPI though, Wafaa, is a private institution and they can really call the shots who they want on the campus and who they don’t want on the campus. I mean it really is up to them to decide that. It’s not quoted democracy like it might be in a public forum like this one or others where you could do that. So, your beef with RPI, well, I understand what you're saying there, may not be valid in the sense that well, they can decide whether to allow you to be on their campus or not allow you to be on the campus. It’s really up to them. 

Bob:
And Al, can I interject in this?

Al:
Yes, yes Bob, please do.

Bob:
RPI did not censor him. They allowed him to put his presentation on. Once they saw the presentation, they made a decision, but he put his presentation on at RPI and as a private institution they decided, I'm assuming, that it was not in their best interest to allow it to continue.

Al:
Exactly.

Bob:
But they allowed him to do it.

Al:
Yeah, exa…

Wafaa:
Hey Bob, that’s wrong, I'm sorry. OK, I did not say they didn’t like my presentation. Go through their press release, they appreciate the presentation and they said it’s thought provoking, so they didn’t like -- it’s not right to say they didn’t like the lecture. They basically censored the show and I have to be very direct and honest here, it’s not the entire institution who censored it, it seems that it’s coming from one person, which is President Jackson.

Bob:
Well, I don’t think you understand censorship. If they censored you, you would have not had a forum whatsoever. You would have not allowed to be there or to speak. They allowed you to show, they allowed you to speak, they allowed you to give your presentation and again, they decided…

Wafaa:
No, no, no, Bob, they closed the show. That’s not the issue.

Bob:
Did you speak at RPI the other night?

Wafaa:
I did, but they…

Bob:
OK then they didn’t censor you.

Wafaa:
No, see I think you're missing -- that’s exactly what I'm talking about is and especially with you trying to put the wrong information out there. You are a leader; you are responsible for your words.

Bob:
I didn’t put any wrong information out there. I’ve reacted to your so-called art that depicts the assassination of our President. 

Wafaa:
You're saying [xx] I did not…

Bob:
I have put no misinformation out there. I don’t like your video and I -- in my mind and in my heart, I believe it’s terrorism.

Wafaa:
Well, that you have the right to call the art as terrorism and not to like the show.

Bob:
OK, but that I'm not putting out misinformation. I'm being as accurate as I can be.

Wafaa:
OK, I'm sorry. You're just saying RPI did not censor the show and that is a wrong information because they completely censored the show. The show is shut down. It was supposed to go for three weeks, now it’s closed. That’s censorship.

Al:
Well, Wafaa, they still have the right to change their mind though because they're a private institution. They can just say, you know what, we’ve decided for whatever reason, they don’t even have to give a reason, but because we’re a private institution, we can pull the plug on it. I mean I can't go over to RPI and say, “You must let me speak. I'm Al Roney.” They could say, “No”. That’s not censorship. They’ve just decided to go the other way with that. So, I don’t know if you can fault them for that. It really is their exercising their right to say who they want to appear on campus and who they don’t want to appear on campus.

Wafaa:
I think if you put it this way, but -- and censorship is censorship. When the show is supposed to be there for three weeks and you closed the door on the second day, that is a censorship.

Al:
Well, you can have a beef as far as them breaking a deal with you.

Wafaa:
Yeah.

Al:
I mean that’s a part of it. All right.

Bob:
And I think it’d be interesting to know what RPI was -- their understanding of what you were going to do. I'm assuming their understanding of what you were going to do and what you did maybe two different things.

Al:
That’s a fair take. You guys stick around. I got a lot more people who want to call in and talk about this. This certainly isn’t going away. So, hang out. I do appreciate both of you spending some time this morning in discussing this issue and being actually well-behaved about it for the most part, but don’t worry, don’t hold back, don't hold any punches either. 1-800-TALK-WGY, *WGY. I'm Al Roney 810 WGY.

Creator of the exhibit ‘Virtual Jihadi’, Wafaa Bilal along with Rensselaer County, Majority Leader, Robert Mirch and Bob leading the protest tonight against the exhibition of this ‘Virtual Jihadi’ videogame that has the artist portraying himself as a suicide-bomber sent to take out President Bush. They're going to be gathering outside The Sanctuary for Independent Media, which is where the exhibit is going to take place. Guys, you’ve got so many calls here. Again I appreciate you hanging on the line to field some of these. Let’s get right to it. Pete in Slingerlands. Hey, Pete.

Pete:
Yes, interesting program.

Al:
Thank you sir.

Pete:
I would consider the guy close to a terrorist, he [xx] over the line, especially when he put Bush’s name on it. To me that was just way out of balance. That is advocating the assassination of a President. If President Bush ever saw it I think he’d really take it back. And a private institution, even the taxpayer, has a right to -- they don’t have to listen to this stuff either.

Al:
I agree with that. You don’t have to. You can choose what you consume and RPI can choose what it presents. I don’t argue with that at all. What I'm saying though if Wafaa is not committing a crime here, he is allowed to express himself as he sees fit as long as it’s not breaking the law and then we can discuss it and condemn it as we see fit.

Pete:
Yup, and…

Wafaa:
Al, I wanted to clarify one thing here.

Al:
OK.

Wafaa:
I did not create the ‘Night of Bush Capturing’. The game already exists so I didn’t insert Bush there -- President Bush there. That game already exists. All what I did is inserted myself as a suicide-bomber, as an {editor} you could recruit and chase President Bush. So, to say I inserted President Bush in the game or even create the ‘Night of Bush Capturing’ that’s not accurate.

Al:
Yeah, this was a game that started out as ‘Quest for Saddam’ in which you hunted down the Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein and killed Iraqis to get to that. Al-Qaeda took that game and then made it -- they flipped it, right, is that correct? They flipped the game…

Wafaa:
That’s correct, Al.

Al:
They flipped the game over, you took the game that they did and then inserted yourself as the character, so you're not the complete originator of the game, you're the modifier of the game.

Wafaa:
Exactly, and that’s why it’s my way to protest terrorism [xx]. 

Bob:
That’s insanity.

Wafaa:
I'm saying because of the war, unfortunately Iraq become safe haven for terrorists group like Al-Qaeda, which I very much don’t support at all. Not their rhetoric, not their message, not their approach as well. 

Al:
Go ahead, Bob, you said something in there, it’s insanity.

Bob:
To me that’s absolutely insanity. He’s just admitted that he inserted himself in an Al-Qaeda video…

Al:
Videogame.

Bob:
…to kill our President. Well, you know, as Americans, we’ve always watched terrorism take place in foreign countries. Seven years ago, we witnessed it take place here at our own country. We don’t like terrorists, we don’t support terrorism and if you're inserting your face in a game to go out and assassinate our President, that can be nothing but terrorism. So far, in my view {from art}, it’s terrorism and it’s unacceptable to me and obviously to a great many other people that are listening to this show.

Wafaa:
Bob, I'm sorry. This is the second time you provoked the attack of 9/11. Let me be clear.

Bob:
Well, it happened, it happened so, it happened 150 miles from here and many of the people in this listening audience have failed to [xx] in that.

Wafaa:
Bob, I can't [xx].

Al:
Guys, you can't talk over each other. Nobody can hear what you're saying.

Wafaa:
I'm sorry Bob, I didn’t interrupt you so -- I let you talk and now you have to let me talk. This is the second time you provoked and make a parallel between the game and the terrorist attack on 9/11. I completely did not support or agree with the attack. I thought it is and I believe it was an act of terrorism, but let’s be clear, this as a piece of art, does not support terrorism and it’s a protest. So I'm really sorry to see leaders that still provoking the feeling out of September 11, every time we try to speak our mind here. This is very dangerous turn for this country. We become so afraid about talking -- talking about any issue that attacks our freedom and democracy and whenever we speak against, whenever we are trying to gain our democracy back, we get back pushed in the corner and 9/11 is provoked.

Al:
Well, Wafaa hold on, hold on, all right, hold on, I want to ask him something. You can't honestly be not surprised that people are going to get torqued off when you have this as part of your presentation, regardless of the roots with it. I don’t think people are going to fully grasp the understanding of the origination of the game. They're going to see the end product and what you're presenting. It’s hard for me to understand that you would be completely surprised or off put that people would have a problem with that. I mean you're an artist, you know your gig, your ideas to get people, you know, to shock the system, you know. So, you know that this going to shock people and whether they get your message or not, they might not get past the shock level to see what you're trying to say or even understand it. So, how can you be surprised that people would be upset by it?

Wafaa:
Al, I didn’t say I'm surprised. I said this as a strategy for engagement and you know artists does this all the time. It’s their right to educate people.

Al:
All right, I've got 10 seconds. Do you want to stick around? Stick around Bob, you too, because a lot of people are still waiting on the line to get on it. I got to open it up to them and get their thoughts on it. So, please if you guys can stick around, if not, that’s OK too. 

Bob:
OK.

Al:
So, hang out, we’ll be right back at the other side of the news. I'm Al Roney, 810WGY. 
[END OF RECORDING]

Document Key - {curly brackets} best guess, [XX} unintelligible, (parentheses) non-verbal sounds

