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Announcer:
Make your computer problems go away instantly with friendly local support from {Libertex.com}. Al Roney, 810 WGY.

Al:
Is it free speech, is it art, or is it terrorism and treason. Majority Leader of Rensselaer County, majority leader, Bob Mirch says, he has disgusted that an organization in Troy is agreeing to host an exhibition that includes the portrayal of a suicide-bomber sent to assassinate the President. Protest to take place tonight outside The Sanctuary For Independent Media which picked this up after RPI pulled the plug on Wafaa Bilal’s exhibit in which he puts himself in a videogame that was basically started out as Quest for Saddam then taken by Al-Qaeda and made Capture the President, he put himself as a character in that game, but what do you think is going on here? Is this -- should we pull the plug in this, should it be allowed in Troy to take place tonight, or should Wafaa Bilal be allowed to present this and is it artistic freedom, expression and free speech, something that we hold dear to this country and its beliefs.
I am going to step aside. I want to thank again though Bob Mirch for stick it around, very appreciate of that. Thank you Bob and Wafaa Bilal, both of you guys really on short notice stepping in and taking calls and responding to criticism and support in presentation of your viewpoint. So, again thank you very much for being here today.

Bob:
Al, can I just say something -- react to what my friend from Iraq said a few minutes ago?
Al:
Go ahead.

Bob:
When he was talking about this, he was saying that Americans were afraid of this topic, afraid to discuss this. And I’d like to assure him number one, Americans are not afraid. We may have some fear in our emotional base like every other human being, but I would like to remind my friend we have thousands of our young men and women, 18-years-old and up that are in his country, fighting for his people to make them free. Our people are dying, they're being injured, they're over there fighting, not only are they over there, some of them have gone back tour after tour after tour, including the national guards. So, don’t ever think the Americans are afraid. We’ll go anywhere, anytime, to fight for freedom and because of our actions, that’s why you're here today doing what you're doing.

Wafaa:
Al, please can you respond to this…

Al:
OK.

Wafaa:
…Because again this is a very simplistic message taking the words out of context and reframing it. I did not say that Americans are afraid and the way…

Bob:
You just said that.

Wafaa:
Let me finish, please, let me finish. I did not say that Americans are afraid, so if you wanted to frame it like this, this is unfortunate and again, this is just playing with rhetoric and I'm completely disagreeing with you. And second of all, Iraqis did not call United States to free them and even that rhetoric is disturbing. Who are you to free other nations? What if now Canada wants to free United States? Would be supportive of that?

Bob:
I support my President, no matter what party he is in.

Wafaa:
Yeah, see when…

Bob:
All right. And you want to assassinate my President in your videogame, which is disgusting.

Wafaa:
Iraqi did not ask you to go and free them. I mean, come on, be…

Bob:
And we, as Americans, did not ask you to come to this country and insert your face in a videogame depicting the -- you're efforts to assassinate our President. We didn’t ask you do that.

Wafaa:
Bob, you don’t represent America, you don’t represent America the way I know it.

Bob:
I represent me.

Wafaa:
Yeah, exactly, so, speak of yourself, don’t speak of America, don’t [xx].

Bob:
Well, I’ll appreciate if you don’t tell me…

Wafaa:
I'm proud to be an American. I was rotting in the desert when United States of America gave me a second chance in life and that’s what I don’t want to lose. I'm proud to be an American and ashamed for what to see people like you putting the wrong rhetoric and instigate and heat [xx].

Bob:
You talk about censorship and you keep calling my comments rhetoric and telling me please don’t say this, please don’t say that. You're on the wrong side of this issue. You are the guy that’s creating censorship.

Wafaa:
I'm trying to ask you not to speak -- not to spin my words. 

Bob:
OK, well I’m asking you not to show your video.

Wafaa:
You have no right.

Bob:
And you have no right to ask me to [xx] my speech to your thoughts.

Wafaa:
I do because you're spinning my words. No, I do have right because you're spinning my words here and you're telling people I said American are afraid and you go all this nationalism of how America is freeing the world. It’s just rhetoric and it’s a wrong rhetoric and nobody…

Bob:
But, it’s not rhetoric; you're not listening to what you're saying.

Wafaa:
No, it is rhetoric and it’s a wrong approach because you [xx].

Bob:
No, it’s not the wrong approach. Who are you to judge what's the right and what's the wrong approach?

Wafaa:
Because you're speaking about me. That’s who I am.

Bob:
I'm reacting to what you said shortly before the newsbreak.

Wafaa:
No, I'm trying to clarify things, you're trying to put words in my mouth and I did not say Americans are afraid. And that’s what I'm reacting to, but you have no right to ask me not to show my show. It is…

Bob:
Of course, I have the right. I have as much right to ask you not to show it as you have a right to show it.

Al:
All right, let me jump in and stop you guys there because I agree with what Bob said, Wafaa. You do have the right to present your show as long as you're not breaking any laws. That’s the key. As long as you're not -- and Bob has a right to gather as many people as he wants to protest your expression of speech. You can do the same…

Wafaa:
Al, I'm not trying to deny his rights. He has the complete right to gather his base and to protest. I'm never trying to deny him that right, but what I'm trying to clarify  is the rhetoric he is putting and spinning my words and that’s disturbing because I did not say Americans are afraid. He is trying to solicit an emotion from things that didn’t even exist.

Al:
OK, you responded to that. Bob said his piece. Let’s find out what some of the listeners think. OK, how about we do that now, OK. Chris in Ballston Spa. Hi! Chris.

Chris:
Hi! Al, great show. I just want to say something to Wafaa. Sir, how dare you come here and peddled this stuff as art. This is nothing but filth, OK. This is not anything peaceful. You say you're a man of peace and you help with this video assassinating our President. That is not peace sir by anyone’s definition. And also, I simply reject out of hand that Americans are responsible for killing one million Iraqis. That is simply not true. I read a lot about what's going on over there, I talk to veterans, that is simply not true and the other thing I wanted to say is I also reject that Al-Qaeda wasn’t in Iraq and so we got there. That’s balderdash. Iraq is a worldwide terrorist [xx]. They thrive in countries that are hostile to America, so I simply reject that, OK. Bob, good for you man, you go brother.

Bob:
Thank you.

Chris:
Thank you Al, bye.

Wafaa:
It’s the caller’s point of view whether he likes the art or he doesn’t, but the caller should be grateful for people like me to be in this country, not accepting the status quo, not being afraid to speak out.

Al:
Well, I'm not even going to get into the discussion of what is art and what is not because it is too subjective to even go down that path. So, that’s not what we’re really going to get into today because that’s -- we can go back and forth and we’d still never get anywhere with that. There's no agreed upon description of what art is. You know that, I know that, so…

Wafaa:
Al, as I said, caller like that should be grateful for a person like me being in this country and be part of the discussion. [xx] I'm not afraid.

Al:
Sarah in Saratoga. Hi! Sarah.

Sarah:
Hi! I just -- I want to put some support behind Mr. Bilal. It’s funny you guys were just talking about what is art. Art is about looking at things differently and thinking about it and having a discussion around that and I think that’s what Mr. Bilal is trying to do.

Al:
Well, he certainly has, he certainly has.

Sarah:
He doesn’t want to see the President assassinated, he just wants to think -- is it OK for us to go and make videogames about assassinating other people, but when you turn the page around, we’re getting all upset about it.

Al:
What she is saying is that on point Wafaa, for what you're trying to present here?

Wafaa:
I appreciate Sarah’s point of view very much because what I'm doing I'm just holding a mirror to see our image, which we try to deny. The game is exactly same game, but the skin of the characters has been changed and that’s literally and figuratively as well. Al-Qaeda did not reprogram the game. They only changed the skin of the Iraqi civilian to be American soldiers and changed the skin from Saddam to be President Bush. And it is a mirror I'm trying to present here to say, look, we have gone too far for not speaking our {thoughts} about injustice. 

Al:
Now, if you’re…

Sarah:
Exactly. And Mr. Bilal, you’ve succeeded, because I think what you’ve tried to do is open a discussion and have people think a little bit differently. And I think that’s exactly what you’ve done. Whereas, Bob, you know, I don’t mean to call names, but you almost come off sounding like a racist because you said you made a comment earlier…

Bob:
Well, [xx] I'm a racist.

Al:
I don’t think that…

Sarah:
…you made a comment earlier about I can't even respond to that, I don’t understand what you're saying and then you want to go and protest this and you aren’t even willing to see what's it’s all about. That’s really not fair either.

Bob:
I don’t know how you draw the conclusion that I'm a racist. That’s pretty far off…

Al:
Yeah, that’s a little -- it’s a little {tie}. I don’t know, I don’t think that’s a fair assessment of Bob. Bob has issues with the presentation that Mr. Bilal is making here, but I don’t think calling him a racist is actually a fair assessment.

Sarah:
Why, why because it’s OK for Americans to speak about killing Iraqis, but when it gets turned around, it’s bad and Iraqi [xx].

Al:
But Bob hasn’t said -- but Bob has never said that it’s OK to have that game either.

Sarah:
OK.

Al:
You know, have you Bob? You haven’t said that it’s OK to have a game. We’re not really discussing the video -- there are games, I could play a game right now where I kill Germans or, you know, all sorts of…

Sarah:
Exactly.

Al:
You know that’s already there, I could buy that at Save Mart, you know.

Sarah:
But Bob is not upset about those things.

Wafaa:
Al, this is Wafaa, Sarah’s [xx]. 

Bob:
There’s nobody coming into my neighborhood tonight showing that game killing Germans. This is the game [xx].

Sarah:
Your teenagers can go buy that at Best Buy.

Bob:
I wish I had teenagers. My kids are all older than that.

Wafaa:
It’s a bigger issue than this -- we’re trying to narrow the issue to a very small one and talk about the game I created. I'm trying to have a bigger dialogue, I'm trying to show people the entire issue. You cannot just pick and choose what is your fight here. You have to [xx] in a bigger sense.

Al:
All right guys. I've gone long again. I've got to take a break here. We’ll get to more phone calls from people listening to this discussion, this debate heated at times, but that’s certainly OK. We’ll be right back. I'm Al Roney, 810 WGY.

Hi, I want to get right back to your phone calls. Wafaa Bilal, the artist behind the exhibit ‘Virtual Jihadi’ which will be taking place at The Sanctuary For Independent Media tonight along with Majority Leader, Robert Mirch who is going to be organizing a protest against this exhibit, is going to be there as well on the outside. Where do you stand on this? Is it a free speech, art, or terrorism and treason or is it all mucked up and somewhere in between all of that. Let’s see, who has been waiting a while? Gary in Waterford. Hi! Gary, you're up.

Gary:
Hi! Al, how are you? 

Al:
OK.

Gary:
Hey, thanks for taking my call. 

Al:
I appreciate it, no problem. 

Gary:
Two real quick points. Point number one, I spent 35 years in uniform service to my country and I wholly support the gentleman’s right to express his opinions, his feelings just like I wholly support my right not to bother wasting the time, gas or energy to go see it.  

Al:
You got it.

Gary:
On the other hand… 

Al:
Yeah.

Gary:
Here’s what really scares me, in light of our PC, you know, we’re on the brink of an abyss, we’re [xx] scenes, telling people they can’t smoke in privately and [xx]… 

Al:
Yeah it’s all -- I know, I am with you. It’s all nonsense, isn’t it? 

Gary:
Yeah, well, I guess my point is when do I expect a morning to wake up and have the commissar of happiness and entertainment call me up and tell me that I am mandated to go see a show. And that’s basically where I stand. 

Al:
You know what, I couldn’t be more in agreement with you because I don’t care what side of the fence you are on or where you stand, we either allow it or we don’t. You can’t pick and choose what’s OK and what’s not OK. 

Gary:
Exactly.

Al:
We can pick and choose what we digest and what we reject. That’s what we are supposed to be about and one side or the other getting a say or getting all the, you know, lined up that’s not what it’s about there. We -- you know, it’s up to us to decide that. We lose that, we’ve lost a lot. 

Gary:
Well, I’ll tell you, your previous caller, I think made a good point to my example using the ‘R’ word. I have been listening to you all morning. I haven’t heard anything that comes anywhere close to racism.

Al:
No, I haven’t either and I think Bob was unfairly characterized by that although the other points made by the caller were fair. Listen, I know you guys are still there. Wafaa Bilal, Bob Mirch, stick around. We’ll be right back with more of your phone calls. I do appreciate it. I am Al Roney, 810 WGY.

[END OF RECORDING]
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